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Quasimodo Geniti (2nd Sunday of Easter): April 23, 2017 

“With High Delight, Let Us Unite” 

In the words of a beloved Easter Hymn, “With high delight Let us unite In songs of 

great jubilation. Ye pure in heart, All bear your part, Sing Jesus Christ, our 

salvation. To set us free Forever, He Is ris’n and sends To all earth’s ends Good 

news to save ev’ry nation.”1  

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Our text for this morning are 

the words authored by the Holy Spirit through St. Paul’s first epistle to the Church 

in Corinth. 

Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, saints of God through Christ Jesus, washed in 

baptism and standing in His grace, we are bound together as a family. Our birth 

through baptism makes it so, and our prayer together addressing God as our Father 

confesses it. You and I are part of God’s family. We rejoice in this relationship as 

He calls us by His Gospel, as He gathers us together under His Word, as He 

enlightens us with His gifts, as He sanctifies us, and as He through His clear Word 

by His Holy Spirit keeps us in faith. 

But let’s face it, while we are brothers and sisters in Christ, there are some with 

whom we will never be best friends. Just look to our earthly families. We are 

closer to some and simply associate with others. Perhaps there are people that 

when you meet them for the first time, you simply just get off on the wrong foot. 

Maybe your values, what you stand for, or what you believe are very different 

things. It may be a simple matter of personalities, the old adage that “oil and water 

do not mix.” It could be that you run with a different crowd. You are close with 

somebody, while that person whom you just don’t get along with are close to 

somebody else, you each follow a different leader, a different philosophy, and that 

keeps you apart. Family gatherings can become points of contention and which 

sibling are you going to sit with at the family Christmas this year? The fact of the 

matter is that you will never be best friends. You don’t really like them, and the 

feeling seems mutual, so you just live with it. C'est la vie. Life happens and you 

move on. 
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I would be lying if I said it didn’t also happen here, among brothers and sisters in 

Christ, in the church, in this very congregation, probably in this very sanctuary this 

morning. Your never-going-to-be-friend may be sitting not too many pews away, 

he may be standing up here, but after church, you’ll go in opposite directions, 

sometimes intentionally. 

In our text this morning, St. Paul says that was happening in the Church at Corinth. 

We don’t know all the causes, but here’s how it played out: some said, “I follow 

Paul,” others said, “I follow Apollos,” others, “I follow Cephas,” and still others, “I 

follow Christ.” There were divisions, quarrels, among the members of the Church 

at Corinth. They weren’t friends. It happens. 

The people in the Church of Corinth were not much different than you and I; they 

were human after all. They were affected by the fall of sin. They were born with 

original sin. They inherited the curse of Adam and Eve, and that caused them to do 

all sorts of evil, think all sorts of evil, and divide among many lines. It wasn’t 

simply personality conflicts that separated the saints at Corinth from each other 

either. They had many, and very substantial, disagreements about doctrine and 

practice. They were divided and conflicted on issues of sexual immorality, 

lawsuits, marriage, giving offense, the Lord’s Supper, women’s roles, worship, and 

the resurrection. These doctrinal disputes divided the church at Corinth into several 

parties claiming to follow various leaders: Paul, Apollos, Cephas and Christ. The 

interesting thing is that none of these men had any intention of being pitted against 

one another. 

I know this is nothing new to us, and we all recognize these problems. We have 

many of the same disagreements in the church today. Christians are divided among 

these same lines. Synods struggle and divide over these issues. Congregations 

separate themselves into groups based on these same divisions. We struggle and 

divide on issues of sex and marriage, on preaching, on worship, on the Lord’s 

Supper, on missions, on education, on prayer, and you name it, and we human 

beings will find a way to divide. 

We can turn a blind eye and simply say, “It happens.”  St. Paul says it was 

happening in the Church at Corinth. And that, Paul says . . . is unacceptable! It is 

sinful! It is totally out of place in the Church of God. Hear again his words, “I 
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appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 

there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you 

says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 

Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided?”2 

Perhaps at this point, a bit more background into the letter is needed. The letter 

starts, “Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 

brother Sosthenes.”3 Paul and Sosthenes, here where two men that seemed as 

though they would never get along. Sosthenes was a ruler in the synagogue at 

Corinth. He was extremely zealous for the law and the old order, and he was used 

to being in charge. 

St. Paul comes, who is equally zealous for the teaching of Jesus. He proclaims the 

Gospel with vigor and a robustness that challenges Sosthenes. Sosthenes with great 

tenacity proclaims the law of the Jews, the God of Abraham. St. Paul proclaims 

Jesus and His filling of the Law, His sacrificial death, and His resurrection from 

the dead. These two men get off on the wrong foot and their strong personalities 

may stand in the way. Will one be zealous for the law or for salvation by faith 

apart from works? And what happens? He drags Paul into court for not being 

religiously tolerant. These men are not going to be friends! 

But God had a different plan. Sosthenes is physically beaten by Rome and 

abandoned, and Paul, and perhaps also Apollos, comforts and teaches this man 

God’s Word, Jesus is the fulfillment of the Scriptures. God’s Word and its 

common confession draw Paul and Sosthenes, two seemingly enemies, together as 

brothers in faith, and Paul includes him in the list of brothers written to the 

Corinthian Church. 

How can it be, that two people who were never going to be friends, can end up 

being more than friends? Did Paul, seeing Sosthenes – a zealous Jew, lying beaten 

and helpless on the street remind Paul of his own encounter with the pavement on 

the road to Damascus? I mean, Jesus did not abandon Saul, despite their so badly 
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getting off on the wrong foot. Saul was a great persecutor of the Church, and Jesus 

forgave him and that changed everything. It was the Gospel. It was God’s Word 

that changed them. 

Has Christ been so divided from us? We got off on the wrong foot with Him by our 

sin. We cut ourselves off from Him and His means of grace. We cut ourselves off 

from each other, the body of Christ. And Christ has done everything to make us his 

friends again, more than that, family: brothers and sisters. “Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 

gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 

world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us 

the message of reconciliation.”4 

Jesus and us, we stand for different things. We stand for ourselves. He stands for 

us. We follow different leaders. We follow sinful desires. He always, in every way, 

followed His Heavenly Father. We even have completely different personalities. 

We are stubborn, self-serving, and look to myself first. He was humble and came 

not to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.5 

Yet, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us,”6 and, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 

called children of God; and so we are.”7 

He made us His own brothers and sisters by dying for all our sins, yours and mine, 

and then He baptized us into His cross. “He saved US, not because of works done 

by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on US richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace WE might 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is trustworthy, and 

I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be 
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careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and 

profitable for people.”8 

This Christ has done for everyone sitting in every pew here this morning. That 

makes each of us better than just friends; it makes us family. I don’t know what it 

is like in your homes, but when my Father spoke, he held the authoritative word. 

As members of one family, look at what Paul speaks to these divisions. They are 

not settled by legal mechanisms, feelings, or human rationalistic thoughts. The 

divisions in the church are brought together by only one thing: God’s word. He 

became flesh and died for us. In Him we are bound together. It is His Word that 

speaks, teaches and guides. As we gather around His Word, it is the very means by 

which the Holy Spirit enlightens and keeps us. The Church of Corinth had many 

divisions, but only had one judge, one measure of truth, One Word of God. Christ 

is not divided. 

“Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

And may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near 

And seek where You are found.”9 Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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