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The Resurrection of Our Lord: April 16, 2017 

“On this Day of Rejoicing” 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Grace, mercy and peace be 

unto you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our text for this morning is the Gospel lesson, Mark 16. 

What is it about this day that brings more people to be in church to receive the gifts 

of our Lord and Savior, the very fruits of His cross, than any other Christian 

holiday? There is an off-color moniker given to many Christians, who ordinarily 

prioritize many other things over receiving God’s most precious gifts, called 

EMAC’s. That is on the occasions of Easter, Marriages, and Christmas, the hearing 

of God’s Word does in fact take priority. I have probably offended some of you 

already, and if I have, I apologize for that, I pray that you will stay with me 

through the rest of the sermon.  

I have been studying this phenomenon and especially on Easter Sunday, I approach 

this text with this cultural question of the day, “What is it that brings more people 

to church today than any other Christian holiday?” I suppose there are religious 

and social reasons for this influx of brothers and sisters in Christ. There may even 

be some who do not want to sing, or pray, or participate in the liturgy at all, and 

even the hymns do nothing for them and the sermon is just plain awful and 

offensive, but they may figure that sitting here at least once this year couldn’t hurt, 

and it may make my family happy. It may even confirm my suspicions that church 

is a worthless endeavor and Pastor is just a mean, old-bully who only has the goal 

of making me feel bad. His sermons are boring and awful. The people don’t want 

to talk to me anyway, so I’ll just stay away. 

There is also the fact that the historical event of Jesus Christ, son of man and son 

of God rising from the dead is a super important, major event to observe, 

commemorate, and celebrate. The event of Jesus rising is right up there on the 

celebration scale of Christmas, and truth be told, Christians celebrated Easter as a 

holiday long before they celebrated Christmas. This day has always been a day of 

joy. While Lent is a time of solemn repentance, a time of serious prayerful and 

penitential reflection, Easter is the opposite. While it is true you cannot have one 

without the other, and the resurrection makes no sense without death, Easter makes 

no sense without Good Friday, we love the celebration. We hate the preparation, 
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and revel in the celebration. In Lent we leave out the Gloria’s and the Alleluia’s, 

and then today they return in full. 

We react to this day, rightly, with joy and celebration, but the first reaction to the 

Easter message was fear. The events of that first Easter follow a strikingly similar 

pattern to other reactions of God interacting with people, but also has some marked 

differences. When the Son of God had been born, angels proclaimed the birth to 

shepherds. The shepherds were afraid when they saw the angel, but after hearing 

the Christmas gospel they quickly went to see Jesus and they praised and glorified 

God for what they had seen. The first Easter had angels announcing the 

resurrection Gospel to the women who wanted to anoint Jesus’ body. They also 

heard good news from an angel, but the Easter gospel did not bring to them the joy 

that the Christmas gospel had brought to the shepherds.  After hearing it they were 

troubled. They were afraid. They had been looking for death.  When they heard 

words of life, they were filled with fear. 

They did not know what to do with this news. They had no place in their brain, in 

their experience, no compartment to store and make sense of this information. 

They had watched Jesus suffer. They saw Him crucified and witnessed Him die. 

They had gone with Joseph of Arimathea to bury the body of Jesus, and as there 

was not enough time to complete the anointing of the body due to the impending 

Sabbath, they had come back today, the day after the Sabbath. They arrived to 

Jesus’ burial site to show respect. He had been shamed in His life and death, and 

the least they could do is pay their respects and properly finish the burial custom, 

and perhaps God would have pity on this poor man. 

So they come to the tomb. They see the stone rolled away. They see the angel, and 

they were alarmed. They were terrified, and they hear, “Do not be alarmed. You 

seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 

place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”1 

Now you may remember, that immediately after Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, 

He told His disciples, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before 
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you to Galilee.”2 Rather than hearing what Jesus said, the disciples were too busy 

defending their own actions. They denied that they would ever do anything like 

that to Jesus. See, Jesus had told them of His betrayal, His suffering, crucifixion, 

death and His resurrection, more than once; but His disciples just could not take it 

in. They could not believe it. They didn’t know what to do with that information. 

The disciples couldn’t hear it. The women couldn’t hear it. The Word of God is 

beyond anything we can comprehend. It created the heavens and the earth from 

nothing, and at times it appears that it isn’t powerful enough to break through the 

unbelief and the hardness of the human heart. 

Perhaps unbelief is not the nicest, or easiest, word to hear, but it is accurate. The 

women were afraid because they did not believe what the angel said, how could 

they? The reason the disciples cowered behind locked doors on Easter evening was 

because they didn’t believe the words of the messengers. How could they? The 

reason for fear, worry, anxiety, and unrest is that nobody believes the words Jesus 

said. 

I want you for a moment to consider the implication of this. Jesus had just won the 

battle of the ages. He had faced the Prince of Darkness. He had defeated him on 

the cross. The end of Satan had come. Jesus struggled in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. He did the Father’s will. He drank the cup of all human sin, suffering, 

and damnation down to its bitter dregs. The devil that led our human parents into 

eating the fruit did his best to prevent Jesus from drinking that cup, and the devil 

failed. Jesus drank and so overturned the verdict of condemnation on those who 

ate. The whole human race was set free from sin and forgiven. 

But nobody believed it.  The women’s hearts were focused in on themselves – on 

their personal grief – and so they could not take in the joy of Easter when it was 

clearly and emphatically spoken to them.  The men didn’t believe it either. They 

did not believe the words, and they had to go and see it for themselves. This doubt 

lingered, and Thomas’ struggle with faith and sight, we read next week. 

The words of the angel were the vehicle of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is 

always in, with, and under the words of the gospel.  “Do not be alarmed.  You seek 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He is risen!  He is not here.”  You don’t 
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find Jesus by looking in the grave where dead people lie.  And you don’t find Jesus 

by looking for him in your heart where doubts and fears combine to drown out 

everything God says.  You find Jesus in the words that the Holy Spirit speaks to 

you, that is, the words of the gospel that tell you that the One who died for you is 

risen from the dead.  

The words that we hear do bring us joy. The reason the women were afraid after 

hearing the words is not that the words of the angel were powerless to bring them 

joy. The words of the gospel are inherently powerful. In fact, they are, “the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”3  

The words of the gospel bring the dead to life. The reason the women were afraid 

is because they did not listen. The reason the disciples did not believe is because 

they did not listen.  The reason we go to church and go home and have no joy or 

peace is because we don’t listen.  We are too busy looking inward to see how we 

feel and judging what is true by how we feel. This is especially true for Pastors. 

We preach. We study. We talk. We often don’t listen. It’s hard to look in two 

different directions at the same time.  It’s hard to listen to God while looking inside 

ourselves. 

The Lutheran Church in Minnesota has been strongly influenced by a theological 

movement known as Pietism. This movement in the church wants to downplay the 

importance of the pure teaching and emphasize the experience of faith. They focus 

on faith as a phenomenon.  They want to answer, “What is faith? What is the 

difference between true and false faith? How can I know if my faith is genuine? 

How do I know if I am truly sorry? How do I feel forgiven?” 

The problem is that as they examine their faith, they look inside of themselves for 

assurance that they will not find within. In fact, they are looking away from the 

very thing they are seeking. If you really want the assurance of faith you must look 

away from your faith to its true source. It is not found here, subjectively in your 

heart. You must look to the objective, reliable, utterly dependable gospel and 

sacraments of Christ. It is found in His Word and His Sacraments. It is delivered 

and given to you through God’s means of grace. 

                                                        
3 Romans 1:16 
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In other words, we don’t look inside, we look to Christ. Why? I am not the source, 

and you are not the source, of true faith. God’s Word is the only source of faith. 

Faith is not about what I think or I feel, it is about what God’s Word says. If I look 

inside for joy this Easter, I won’t find it. I will find anxiety, fear, and doubt. 

We should not base our faith on how we feel today or any other day.  We should 

not base our faith on how pure our faith is.  Rather, we confess that our faith is 

weak.  It is weakened by sin.  It is like a dimly burning wick.  It is like a bruised 

reed that hangs together by a thread. Jesus declares this is good and, “a bruised 

reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench.”4 The good 

news is Jesus does not condemn us for our faith’s weakness. Many times, yes, He 

reprimanded and reproved His disciples for their lack of faith. But not once did He 

do it in anger or judgment. He always spoke the truth in love. He always speaks 

words that elicit faith, and His words are spoken through the angel at the tomb to 

do that very thing. 

But what happens to these women in Mark? “They went out and fled from the 

tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid.”5 They heard the gospel. But they gave more credit to 

the voice in their own hearts. Their hearts were set on death. They had come to the 

tomb to anoint a dead body and their hearts were devoted to that task – a loving 

task to be sure – for they loved Jesus very much. They had their own agendas, their 

own ideas, and their own versions of what should be done, and that is what they 

stuck to; even the Gospel, God’s own Word, would not melt their hard heart. 

On this glorious morn, compare, if you will, your loving heart to the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  Which is more important?  Your love?  Or God’s love?  This is what 

it really comes down to.  The women showed love.  But it was misguided, falsely 

informed, and based on a falsehood.  They wanted to anoint a dead body.  Had they 

found a dead body, the world would have remained trapped in sin and death and 

nobody would have found peace with God.  Their hearts were set on death.  They 

came to anoint a dead body and their hearts were in that task and they closed their 

ears to the joyful news of Easter.   
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We can learn from them, and their mistake. We can put less stock in our feelings 

and more stock in God’s Word. I’m not saying to disregard our feelings altogether, 

they are important to being human. But when it comes to God’s Word, to salvation, 

to the Holy things of God, don’t base your faith on what’s inside of you. Don’t 

look at your fears, or your troubles, or your sins. Don’t look at you, because if you 

are honest, you will only find poorness and misery. Brothers and sisters, look out 

to the altar. Hear the gospel. This same Jesus who suffered on the cross for your 

sins is alive.  He is risen, just as he said. That’s what God’s angel, God’s 

messenger, says. 

What does this mean?  It means that everything Jesus says is true.  It means that 

God accepted the ransom that Jesus paid for our freedom.  It means that all of our 

sins are forgiven.  It means that we who trust in him will rise to eternal life on the 

last day.  We will be reunited with the Christians who have gone before us and we 

will be perfectly conformed to the image of God who is Christ.  This will bring us 

endless and perfect joy.  This is the gospel truth, brothers and sisters in Christ.  It 

isn’t true because you feel this truth inside.  It is true because Jesus said so, and His 

resurrection confirms that He is the way, the truth, and the life.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 


