
Isaiah 55:10-13; 1 

Sexagesima: February 19, 2017 

“God’s Glorious Word” 

Grace, mercy and peace be unto you from God our Father, and from our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

One of the hallmarks of the Reformation was a calling the church to repentance on 

the authority of God’s Word; Sola Scriptura was the phrase. It is the belief, the 

confession, the declaration, that the Bible is God’s inerrant and infallible Word, in 

which He reveals His Law and His Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. As such, it 

is the sole source, rule and norm for Christian teaching and Christian practice. 

This is no surprise to anyone here, and God has a clear command that governs the 

protection of His Word. The meaning to the 3rd Commandment states, “We should 

fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it 

sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” God’s Word is not only to be protected, but it 

is precisely what we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer. We pray, “Thy Kingdom Come. 

What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our 

prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also. How does God's 

kingdom come? God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His 

Holy Spirit, so that BY HIS GRACE WE BELIEVE HIS HOLY WORD AND 

LEAD GODLY LIVES here in time and there in eternity.” 

What a beautiful Word and a fantastic goal. It is not the Kingdom of Power we 

pray for in the 2nd Petition; that is already present everywhere. God is the Lord of 

the heavens and the earth. Nothing is outside of His control, and nothing is done 

without His direction and command. It is our heartfelt and fervent prayer that we 

extol before our God, “Thy Kingdom Come,” that is, “Lord give us Your Holy 

Spirit for the very purpose of living God pleasing lives as members in Your 

Kingdom. Give us Your Holy Spirit so that we may live as Your children are to 

live. Give us Your Holy Spirit so that we may truly live in faith towards You and 

in fervent love towards one another. 

Why do we put so much emphasis on His Word? Simply, because God does. He 

commands its proper use and protection; because it is the very means by which He 

delivers His very life to us. His Word establishes the heavens and lays the 

foundations of the earth. It authorizes Zion to be his people. In Isaiah, His words 
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direct the Babylonian leader, Cyrus, to be kindly in his actions to the exiles. Isaiah 

50:4 declares the teaching of this Word is public, and concerns the whole life of 

the individual. This Word of God endures forever, and is more powerful than any 

army, treaty, or human feat of imagination. God’s Word directs history, and proves 

alone that He is our One True God. Even the centurion confesses the power of this 

Word in Matthew 8, “Only say the word, and my servant will be healed.”1  

His Word always accomplishes the purpose for which it is sent; and this text from 

Isaiah is preeminently about Jesus. He accomplished the payment for sin. He was 

sent to earth, took on human flesh and blood, was born a baby, grew to be a man, 

suffered spitting, mocking, whipping, nailing, bleeding, sweating, and dying for 

the sole purpose of saving you, of redeeming you, of giving you life and restoring 

you to God your Father. 

In this place, we have week in and week out God breaking forth into our time with 

His gracious presence. The table is set. The invitation goes out to all sinners, 

“Come. The feast is ready. Eat for your forgiveness. Drink for your life. My Word 

who died has here joined Himself to bread and wine and you receive the victory 

won on the cross. In this supper, Jesus gives His body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins now with the pledge of resurrection on the Last Day. As we 

gather to hear and be fed, we, like the mountains and the hills break forth into 

singing. “Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia 

without end!”2 

But the rulers of this age seek to stop the singing. Rather than praising God, they 

seek to praise themselves, “Man is the know all and end all, and there is nothing 

we cannot do with a bit of ingenuity and elbow grease.” Rather than freely singing 

God’s praise, the nation seeks to squash the truth of Christianity under the guise of 

freedom of religion; which typically gets translated much in the same way as 

Rome, “One is free to worship and exercise their religion, unless they are 

Christian. You can believe and serve God, as long as you do not claim your God as 

exclusive.”  

                                                        
1 Matthew 8:8 
2 LSB 578:2 
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Where the world cannot stop the singing, they try to pollute it with idolatrous 

theology and syncretistic slogans. In other words, it mixes the truth of God’s word 

with man’s words, and they hold equal authority. When it comes to God’s Word, 

the world tries to claim it is not true for all people, in all places and at all times. 

The world seeks to limit God’s authority, and many falsely believe that man 

cooperates in salvation.  

The cross is ugly, to hear of sin is ugly, and to claim any dependence on anyone 

shows weakness. But one cannot get around the creeds, one cannot escape 

suffering brought on by the world, and added to by my own weaknesses. I am 

miserable. I sin. I fall short. I had no hand in creation. Redemption is not my work, 

and I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him. That again, is the Holy Spirit’s work. His Word teaches 

me, instructs me, commands me, what it means and how it looks to be a child of 

God. His Holy Word instructs us how lead godly lives as members of His 

kingdom. 

Here is the great news: His Word accomplishes the purpose for which it was sent. 

His word declares, “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 

of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the 

Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”3 

Sings are important. Men put up memorials and build vast monuments to mark 

successes. We want to leave our mark on this world. We want people to see and 

exclaim, “Wow.” But no matter how big our house, our monument, our mark on 

this world, it will eventually fade away. It may take several generations, but those 

monuments will one day be in need of repair. They are important. They can serve 

as comforts and reminders for those loved ones who are no longer with us. They 

stir memories. I even still will visit memorial stones in the cemeteries of one’s that 

were near and dear to me during their time on this life, and each and every time I 

do, I cross many memorial stones of people that I do not know, and I’m related to 

some of them. 

                                                        
3 Isaiah 55:12–13 
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What does this have to do with our text for today? Verse 12 says we shall be led 

forth. This is a technical term for people being led in procession. Brothers and 

sisters in Christ, we each week are led in procession. A sign leads us in and a sign 

leads us out. It does so until our body is led one last time out to lay in rest marked 

by a memorial sign. The sign, the cross, leads us. This is an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off. The cross is a sign of death for the world, and sign of life for 

the sinner. On it, the Word of God in the flesh, has redeemed me, a lost and 

condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 

with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him 

in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness.” 

Here, in this place, we not just among signs and reminders of Jesus; He is truly 

here with His gracious presence. The truth is, if you look for God outside of His 

Word, outside of Jesus, you will only find idolatry. His Word is life. Jesus is the 

Word of God in the flesh. Apart from His Word, apart from Jesus on the cross, we 

have only a God of the Law. One who either has unrealistic demands, or one that 

we redefine to fit our own agendas to live in self-pride. With His Word, we are 

given the True God. And here His grace flows for you! His Word is preached in 

your ears. His word is joined with water and you are washed. His word is yoked on 

the altar and in, with, and under bread and wine you are given the very body and 

blood of the crucified and risen Jesus.  

Sola Scriptura? You bet! It is the sole source, rule and norm for Christian teaching 

and Christian practice. It gives you Jesus! In Jesus You find God’s divine answer 

to sin, to death, and to the power of the devil. You find God’s peace. And nothing 

can be more certain to the sinner as you eat and drink with your own mouth and we 

sing, “God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. To Thee, Light of 

Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be 

to Thee. Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!”4 Amen. 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

                                                        
4 LSB 578:6 


